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Trinity, Analogy,
and Coherence

The following is a comparison of possible connections
between trinitarian theology and process theology to
show how they can supplement each other. The main

thesis is that the concepts of analogy and coherence make it pos-
sible to translate each tradition in terms of the other, and in so
doing, to shed light on peculiar problems within each tradition.
For trinitarian theology, the problem is often understood as the
problem of the "three" and their relations to each other and to the
world. For process theology, the problem is whether to under-
stand God as a single actuality or as a society. And for both
together, the problem is how to relate God and the world so that
God is not a part of the world, nor just its "idea," nor solely its
untouchable, transcendental ground. The common basis of com-
parison is the question of an internal relationship between God
and world. I show how analogy represents the process of coher-
ence in a way that allows us to express how a structural possibil-
ity for the trinity exists within the process paradigm. The thesis,
then, is that it is feasible to develop a trinitarian theological differ-
entiation within the process paradigm that understands God as
one actuality in everlasting self-differentiation.

In his famous chapter 11 of Science and the Modern World
(SMW), with the laconic title "God," Whitehead compares his
attempt at a concept of God with Aristotle's metaphysical model of
the unmoved mover. When Whitehead observes an "analogous
metaphysical problem" in Aristotle that "can be solved only in an
analogous fashion" (.SMW 174), he is not arguing for a reappropri-
ation of Aristotle's unmoved mover. It is not the ancient solution
that determines the analogy; on the contrary, it is the structure of
the process of inquiry. God is required for the essence of the




